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PRESIDENT MIKE MEADE INVITES YOU TO THE ANNUAL
PRESIDENT’S NIGHT
Friday 16 December 7.00 – 10.00
Come along to Friday Night music
with FULL SWING QUARTET
and GEORGE WASHINGMACHINE
*

Delicious slow spit roasted yearling beef served with hot gourmet gravy
*
Roast chicken drumstick served with piping hot gravy
*
Choice of four salads
*
Hot jacket potato served with sour cream.

$22.00 a head
Bookings are essential
and close 6pm Sunday 11 December
Tickets are on sale at the Bar
(Phone 9418 6159)

Christmas Hamper raffle as well as Christmas Hams and $30 Bar vouchers
as door prizes
($5.00 entry fee to be eligible)
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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Firstly I start with the sad news that Jim White passed away on 11
November. Jim was President in the early formation of our Club and was
in charge when the course opened for play in 1964.
I never had the pleasure of meeting Jim, a remarkable man who achieved
so much, as I learned at his funeral attended by a number of our members.
When he was President in 1964 Jim was only 34 years of age. We the
current custodians of this great Club owe so much to Jim and all of our
founders. Vale Jim, rest in peace and hit them long in the thin atmosphere
up there! A valediction can be found later in this edition.
Back in the early sixties our Club history records wonderful cooperation with the Lane Cove Council and
the NSW State Government in taking what was a degenerated area and with the vision, labour and funds
of our founding members, creating the golf course, club house and the very large green open space
available to all.
I wish that harmony of more than 50 years ago was still in place today with Council. For around eight
years now, our volunteer community Club has been struggling to deal with myriad attacks on our very
existence. The very latest lease draft from Lane Cove Council is completely unacceptable to your Board
and we are preparing our response. We are prepared to take this to whatever level is necessary to ensure
our Club not only survives but thrives for another fifty years.
It seems to me that public golf in NSW is under threat. It would be a very sad day for the sport and
hackers everywhere if golf became only available in private clubs. In recent times we have seen battles
against local councils by Gordon Golf Club (they won that one), and ongoing very public fights by
Warringah and Moore Park Golf Clubs. Just this week I noticed an article in the North Shore Times
concerning an application by the privately owned Killara GC to rezone some land to high density
residential. Killara is a private club but what caught my eye in the article was this:
“It will be a process that may have wider implications on the North Shore
as clubs hope to stave off developers many of which see golf courses as prime land”
On 5 November the MGC held the annual Legacy Trophy event. It was a sunny and fun day and $2,500
has been donated to Legacy. Well done to the MGC and everyone who organised, played, donated prizes
or bought raffle tickets.
For two consecutive Saturdays, 10 and 17 December, our Club will be holding its Junior Championships.
This is the first time for many years this has been staged and well done to Wayne Belgre and the MGC
for revising this important event.
Book your tickets now at the bar for the annual President’s night, Friday 16
December. We’d like to see all members there for what promises to be a
bumper night. There will be a spit roast (only $22 per person), the Full
Swing Quartet with guest artist George Washingmachine, and raffles with a
hamper, hams and bar token prizes.
On behalf of the Club Board may I wish you and your family a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year in 2017.
Happy golfing, dining and socialising!

MICHAEL MEADE PRESIDENT
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WHAT’S ON AT THE CLUB

Fridays 7.00 – 10.00

FULL SWING QUARTET

GUEST ARTISTS
Dec 9 – George Golla
Dec 16 – George Washingmachine
Dec 23 – Dan Barnett
Dec 30 – no band
Jan 6 – Miriam Waks
Jan 13 – Liam Burrows
(Note, a small entry fee of $5.00 applies - (children free)

GOT AN EVENT COMING UP?
If you have a family occasion to celebrate, or a club or work-related social
activity that needs the right place to make the occasion a special one, why
not hold your function at the clubhouse?
Do yourself a favour and consider the Club as a function venue, and you
will be assisting your Club as well!

A Member discount is available on request.
BLUNTS PLAYER OF THE MONTH
Well, we couldn't have had a more deserving winner for
the last ladies’ Blunts Player of the Month award for
2016.
If points were given for each win, Joan Weine would
probably come out as the best and fairest for the ladies
this year.
Joan has had a remarkable year, winning the A Grade Championship, the Woman's Foursomes with
Monica Cowper, the Mixed Foursomes with Evan Jones, and she ended the year winning the Gold
Brooch.
To top the year off, Joan has picked up the November Blunts award with rounds of 36 and 37 points.
Doesn't get much better than that
Congratulations Joan:

WAYNE BELGRE
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VALE JIM WHITE

1930 - 2016

Founding President: 1961 -1965
Life member 1971
Jim White met with Ald. W.A. Henningham Jnr. and Mrs Henningham in their home in Balfour Street
Greenwich in July 1955. It was at this meeting that the idea of creating a golf course was raised with Jim
by Mrs Henningham.
As a newly qualified architect, Jim investigated the possibility of building a golf course in the Osborne
Park valley. The proposal received strong support from within the community and from Council. Note
that Jim was a very young man of 25 years only when he embarked on his visionary program for the
development of a golf club.
Public meetings were held, a provisional committee of 14 was elected, including Jim White, and a
submission made to Council to convert an area in the Osborne Park valley into a recreational reserve – the
main feature of which would be an 18 hole Municipal Golf Course, preceded in the first place by the
laying down of a 9 hole area as a commencement.
The inaugural meeting of the Lane Cove Country Club was held on 12 December 1960 at the Lane Cove
Masonic Hall, Longueville and Jim White was elected President to oversee key tasks including:
*
*
*
*

Taking those steps necessary for the formation of a Club:
Planning the layout of the course and commencing construction:
Building a clubhouse and arranging finance and
Finalising negotiations with Council

In the five years of Jim White’s term as the Club’s Founding President, the following very significant
milestones were achieved;
*
Bowling Green opened 25 July 1964
*
Golf Course (short course) opened 15 August 1964
*
Clubhouse opened 25 July 1964.
In his President’s report to the 4th AGM
of the club in April 1965, Jim said that,
“64/65 was a signal year in the lifetime
of the Club.” Never before in one
single year would the Club open a
bowling green, nine golf holes and a
clubhouse. He pointed out that.
“members should consider themselves
as of the Country Club as a whole, not
just as Club Golfers or Bowlers. The
Club”, he said, “would flourish as a
unified sporting movement. Sectional
interests and influence would only
impede the rapid development the
Board confidently expected to be
achieved in the near future.”
Jim White and Margaret Tanner at the Club’s 50th celebrations in 2012
At a Director’s meeting in September 1966, the then President, Arch McKinnon, complimented and
thanked Jim for his efforts in planning, supervising and bringing to a most satisfactory conclusion the golf
course extensions.
(Continued over)
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VALE JIM WHITE continued
In replying, Jim, “reported on various aspects of the construction works and the enthusiasm with which
the new course has already been accepted by the members generally”, and “that although the new holes
were now open for play, further work would be required to bring the course to fruition.”
In 1971 Jim White and Arch McKinnon were awarded Honorary Life membership for their roles in
establishing Lane Cove Country Club and their stewardship in its early years.
Jim always maintained a strong interest in the Club and he made contributions to the Club’s 50th
Anniversary Celebrations in 2012. Jim White was a true visionary, and members of the Lane Cove Golf
Club, remain grateful for his significant role in the Club’s foundation and early development.
(With thanks to Ian Butters for the original draft)

JUNIOR GOLF
This year, for only the second time in many years, the Club has been able to field an Encourage Shield
team, an inter-club competition for junior golfers. Over the five weeks of competition, our young golfers
were lucky enough to play on some fabulous, top-class courses in Sydney.
The kids who participated were:
Thomas Duncan, Timo Bruggerman, Will Flannagan, Tilly Torrevillas, Lewis
Abbott, Sean Ryan, Antony Beaurogot.
The team is made up of very young and relatively inexperienced junior golfers,
who are already showing positive signs of developing skills as they move
forward with their golf.
All the kids were gracious in victory and defeat and although their handicaps
were often higher than their opponents, they held their own each week.
A big thanks to all the parents for their commitment over the five weeks,
walking around all the courses, picking up and dropping off. All the kids are
excited already for next year’s event.
One of our team members, Lewis Abbott was able to represent his school, Greenwich PS, in the NSW
Primary Schools Championships. Lewis was the youngest of his team. Played over two days of 18 holes
each day, the quality of the golf was such that one player had a handicap of 4!!

JAMES PURCELL
From the Club
A big thank you from the Club to James Purcell for his coaching and mentoring of the Club’s juniors who
represented the Club with distinction in the recent Encourage Shield.
We now look forward to the Junior Club Championship event over two weeks, commencing on 10
December, and hosting Mums, Dads and families to the presentation on 17th December with some Club
hospitality.
Thank you to the Men’s and Women's Golf Committees, and in particular to Club Captain, Wayne Belgre
for his work in organising the Junior Championship event.

The Board
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SHOCK HORROR - GREEN BANS AT LCGC?
Recently, from the cobwebbed and dusty Club archives, a newspaper cutting has been sighted that throws
light on a dark episode in the Club’s history back in the days when.
The cutting, with the front page headline, GREEN BAN’S STOP ON GULLY, was sourced from that
bastion of a free press, the Daily News Pictorial of August 7, 1974, circulation 45,000 in Mosman and the
lower North Shore.
The news item, pictured, reported that, “a green ban has been placed on Lane Cove Council’s
controversial filling of a gully in Richardson Street, Lane Cove.” The ban, by the Federated Engine
Drivers and Firemen’s Association (FEDFA), was imposed at the request of the Lane Cove Country Club
and local residents! It effectively stopped all filling work.
This little known event in the history of the Club took place a short time after the first “green bans” had
been imposed by the NSW Builders Labourers Federation in the now famous battle for Kelly’s Bush. In
June 1971, “the middle class (sic!) women of Hunters Hill had asked the Builders Labourers to place a
ban on building development on that site.”
A precedent had been set with this green ban, and who would
have thought that the conservative middle class burghers of
Lane Cove, together with members of the Country Club,
would enlist the aid of a trade union to apply one of the
earliest examples of this civil protest action. How did this
come about?
The request for union assistance followed a long battle with
Lane Cove Council (sounds familiar!) over the replacement of
a footbridge linking the two parts of Richardson Street. The
footbridge was located where the men’s second tee is today.
The Council decided to demolish what was considered a
dangerous facility.
It was argued by Council that replacing the footbridge would
cost too much, so the decision was made to fill in the gully.
But the residents did not want the area filled, saying
Richardson Street was too steep, and heavy trucks carrying
filling materials could be dangerous. The Club argued that the
filling work would encroach on its grounds and effect the golf-course layout –sound familiar?
“Colourful” (journalese for controversial, but that’s another story!) Club president Keith Whatman
approached the FEDFA, and the association decided to place a ban on filling work. Whatman was quoted
as saying that; “residents had blocked access with their cars last Saturday when work was due to begin.
We will form a human chain across the street before they fill this area.” Wow, them’s are fighting words
and I wonder how many members were prepared to mount the barricades, especially on a Saturday!
Unfortunately more details of what followed are lost in the mists of time. How long the standoff lasted is
not known, but we do know that the Council’s plan to fill in the gully was never carried out, nor was a
replacement footbridge built. So, a win for people power, via the combination of Club members, local
residents and perhaps the FEDFA? Who would have thought that a trade union played such a part in the
history of the Club.
(Continued over)
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GREEN BANS AT LCGC? Continued
As Edmund Bourke said, “Those who don’t know history
are doomed to repeat it.” This piece of Club history has
some resonance with events taking place around us today.
The President has referred to the long battles with the
Council, and it is well known that we are currently in a
state of negotiation with Council over our lease. We are
also concerned about proposed precinct developments that
might encroach on to the playing areas of the course. We
also know that an existing bridge on the course is about to
be demolished and then, we hope, replaced. Could we
learn something from this episode in terms of outside
assistance in our dealings with Council? Perhaps we need
to go again to the court of community opinion. Will we
need another green ban?

THE EDITOR

DAVID MARTIN’S
TEE 4 TWO CAFE
Now open on the terrace
Thursdays, Fridays & Saturdays from 9.30am, Sundays from 10.00am

BREAKFAST A SPECIALITY
$5.50 Bacon & Egg roll
$5.50 Sausage & onions roll
$5.50 Ham, cheese & tomato toasted sandwich
$5.00 Chips
$8.00 Beef Burger
$8.00 Chicken Burger
$8.00 Veggie Berger
$12.00 Burger & chips
$10.00 Eggs & bacon on toast
$13.50 Big Boy Brekky
$8.50 Pancakes with maple syrup
$3.50 Coffee
$6.50 Wedges with sweet chilli or sour cream
$13.50 Chicken with salad
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WOMEN’S GOLF
It's been a busy month, with lots of exciting activities to round off what has been a great year of golf.
Melbourne Cup
'This was a very successful day, enjoyed by over 70 members and guests
The Golf; This was a mixed event over 9 holes. Brian Oliver, a guest, who plays at
The Lakes, was the winning gentleman, and Jan Sadler was the winning lady. Hamish
Anderson and Robyn McElvenny won NTPs.
In the Clubhouse
Jan Sadler did a great job of organising a delicious lunch with Flavours Catering.
Joan Weine, Janet Lean, Monica Cowper and Robyn Seale ran the sweeps with their
usual efficiency. We owe so much to these helpers, who seem to work behind the
scenes for every event at the Club.
Fashion in the Field
Kent Lipman presented the prizes to the day's fashionistas. They were....
Best Dressed Lady.........Yvie Nikellys
Best Dressed Man...........Ron Jeffrey
Most Creative Hat..........Rosemary Hurford
Most Glamorous Hat.......Robyn Seale
Then.... the race, watched on the big screen ......
Then......the cheers and cries of ," I won!"
Then.....bins full of non-winning tickets.!
Thanks to all those who helped to make this day so enjoyable.
Blunts Player of the Month
To finish off a very successful golfing year, Joan Weine won this, with 73 points. Happy shopping, Joan
Veteran's Foursomes Championship
Vanna Mutton, Judy Edmiston, Joan Weine and Robyn Glover played in this event on 7th November at Moore
Park. They had very creditable scores. A team from Concord GC won the day.
Tilly's Progress
Our promising junior, Tilly Torrevillas, played in the Encourage Shield. She was the only girl in the team and won
3 out of 4 games. Girl Power!
Then, on the Christmas party day, Tilly couldn't find her ball that she'd hit to the 8th green. Her playing partners
found it...in the hole! A 100-metre " chip in"! You go girl!
Our New Member
We welcome a new Thursday member, Fran Levin. We look forward to playing with you Fran.
Presentation Night
The Club looked beautiful for this special night of our golfing year. Congratulations to all
the 2016 trophy winners, especially our Club Champion, Joan Weine. Joan was also in the
Champion Foursomes pair, and won the Gold Brooch. She's thinking of "quitting while she's
ahead". Not likely! Our delicious dinner was once again catered by Flavours.
Christmas Parties
We always enjoy these fun days. In the 9 holes of golf there are lots of opportunities for
bonus points...extras for one putts and birdies, and my favourite, a free throw!
Robyn Glover won the Thursday golf, with 27 points. She also won "most bonus points"
with a total of 9. Robyn Seale was runner up with 24 points. The winning team was Robyn
Glover, Robyn Seale and Janet Lean. The Mystery Team winners were The Christmas
Trio.... Susan Ridd, Kerin Moorehead and Rosemary Hurford.
(Continued over)
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WOMEN’S GOLF continued
Long drives were won by Sue Kallas and Kerin Moorehead.
The NTPs were won by Margaret Collins and Sue Kallas.
Lunch was organised by outgoing president Joan Weine, and
provided by some of the best cooks around...us ladies! Delicious!
Kerin Moorehead and Susan Ridd ran a game of Stealing Kris
Kringle. The most popular gift to steal was a mango, brought by
Rosemary Hurford, who won a bottle of wine for her idea.
The Lane Cove ladies tend to go a little crazy with the team
costumes. The course looked like a scene from Santa's workshop.
The "Best Dressed" prize went to those "3 Little Cooks", Jan
Sadler, Judy Edmiston and Sue Kallas, seen left.
The sun shone again for the Sunday party. Once again the course was aglow with Santa hats and red shirts. The
Best Dressed team were Team Tinsel...Angela Charters, Joanne Hannay and Robyn Glover.
The best individual score was Sue Kallas's 35, closely followed by Tilly Torrevillas with 31. Sue also had the
most bonus points, with 12. The winning team were "Mix 'n Match"... Jacqui Brooks, Helen Prentice and Sue
Kallas and the Mystery Team were the team of Marghanita da Cruz, Margot Vaughan, Margaret Collins and
new member, Maria Xavier. Robyn Glover and Roseanne Antico-Hall won long drives. Marghanita da Cruz,
Roseanne Antico-Hall and Sue Kallas won NTPs.
The ladies of Lane Cove Golf Club have made Christmas donations to
Telopea Family Care for over 20 year and this year’s donation will be
sent, so that the children may have holiday outings.
Mixed Competitions.
Some of our ladies, such as Linda Jones-Meader and Jo
Cunningham have played in the Saturday competition and have been
quite successful. It's great to see this new initiative going well.
Don't forget, fellas, you can play in our comps, too. Be brave. We don't
bite....well ...not very hard.
What's Next?
The Summer Cup has started and will continue till mid February. Check One Golf to see the conditions of
*
play for this event.
Susan Ridd is organising the 2017 Bronze III Pennant (for players of 27+ handicaps).
*
Marghanita da Cruz will be organising the Weekend Pennant.
Merry Christmas, everyone

SUE KALLAS
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MEN’S GOLF
The final edition of Links for 2016 starts off with the final major result being decided, that being the A
grade Foursomes. After two rounds of stroke, nothing could
separate Wayne Belgre/ Pete Doherty and Ben Pearson/Evan
Jones. An 18-hole playoff was played and Wayne and Pete came
through with the goods to claim the title. Congratulations and well
done to Pete and Wayne. I enjoyed the banter and Ben and I look
forward to taking you on next year.
We had our Legacy charity fundraiser in early November, which is
always an enjoyable day. This year it was taken out by Greg
Stephenson who has hit some form in the last few weeks having a
win in the par event with 5 up the following week.
There are two medal results in the final edition of the year and
they are as follows:
November
A Grade;
Ben Pearson nett 60 and scratch 71
B Grade;
Fraser Taylor nett 61 and scratch 75
C Grade;
James Abbott nett 56 with scratch, Adrian Hall 78
Well done to James on winning his first medal at LCGC, and unlucky for Adrian who shot a nett 58 to be
the runner up.
December
A Grade;
B Grade;

Evan Jones nett 57 and scratch 68
Vern Pilkington and Will Flannigan nett 60 to play off
Scratch: Vern Pilkington 74
C Grade;
Hamish Anderson net 54 and scratch 76
Well done to all, especially Hamish who shot 12 over, and to Peter
Doherty, who took out the Lane Cove Plate play off - another trophy
for the mantelpiece!
Being the final Links edition of the year, I'd like to take the
opportunity to wish you all a safe and Happy Christmas and I look
forward to many rounds in the New Year.
Seeing you out there.

EVAN JONES
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THANK YOU TO
OUR 2016
CHARITY PRO-AM
SPONSORS
* Longueville Hotel
* Jocelyn and Greg Gregory
* 2M Hospitality
* The Mountain Garage
* Porters Liquor Northwood
* Hillross Financial Services
* Coca-Cola Amatil
* Caltex Star Shop Longueville
* Business Professionals
* L J Hooker Lane Cove
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